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Capitalizing Vanity
Is a Paying Business

MANY MEN LIKE TO SEE
THEIR PICTURES IN A BOOK

Sometimes **Ye Scribes Club” Gives Them That
Pleasure and Sometimes It Merely Takes Their
Money—Experiences of Some Who Yielded
to the Lure of Publicity.

By SAMUEL HOPKINS ADAMS.

Do you, Mr. Business Man, or you, Mr. Club Member, or you, Mr.
Man-About-Town, know George L. Leveson-Gower? If you do, enough
sai.. Turn to the bascball score or the stock market and try to forget
your troubles.

tance one of these days, and in that case you will perhaps save yourself

loss and embarrassment in meeting him first, by proxy, as it were,

through the medium of my introduction, Now, then, Mr. Business Man,

let me present Mr. Leveson-Gower (pronouncing it, if you choose,
Lews'ngore) of Ye Scribes Club, Lock up your check book and say that
you're glad to meet him.

You may well be, for his Is a pleasing and vivacious personality.
Longitudinally, Mr. Gower (if I may be permitted in the interesta of
brevity to decapitate him just below 'the hyphen), is of real size.
Latitudinally, he iz formidable, He wears an 18% inch collar and is
vlessed with the expansive, almost explosive vivaecity characteristic of
big-necked men who are not fat. Vigor and vim tingle in his manner
and address and sparkle from his keen, brisk, shrewd eyes. There is an
atmosphere of dynamic pleasantry about him. THis method of approach

is by a burly cajolery, unsuited perhaps through its high-pressure “hus-

tle” to charm the proverbial bird from the bush, but quite irresistible

¢nough to haul an automobile from its garage. Apropos of which, he

himself affects an automobile of the most expensive make for his busi-
ness calls.

The business of Mr. George L. Gower, jr., az he calls himself in his
professional capacity, is to get you into print. He is a purveyor of fame.
He will set your face hefore the public—at any rate he contracts to set
your face before the public—for a consideration. According to his rep-
resentations, made when he calls upon vou either in person or thraugh
an agent, you are one of the elect, chosen to be immortalized through the
publication of a book glorified by some such proud and high-sounding
title as “ ‘The' People,” the “the” being in quotation marks for emphasis,
or “Them As Is; Because.” Your eheck will be gratefully received upon
signiing of the contract. But the immediacy is all on one side. By a
strange forgetfulness, the matter of time of publication is not mentioned
in the contract. Many, indeed, there be =till painfully awaiting immor-
tality at the hands of Gower, for whick they paid cash down long since.
That is why you would be wise to set your check book beyond the reach
¢f his persuasion when he calls. Shrewder men than you, perchance,
Lave succumbed to his tempestuous blandishments,

At present Gower's identifiable activities centre in a concern known
as “Ye Scribes Club of New York, Ine.,” with headquarters at 128 Madi-
son Avenue, of which he is the president. In the commonly accepted
sense of the term it ig not a elub ut all, but a publishing company. For-
merly he was the lending spirit of an organization, also bearing a title
suggestive of journalistie activities, “The Press Artists' Association,” of
41 Park Row. Sinee a contract of publication made by “Ye Seribes
Club” was fulfi by the insertion of the matter contracted
for in a book hearing the imprint of the FPress Artists' Association, it is
a fair inference that the two are practically identical, and a fair guess
that Mr. Gower is, practically speaking, both of them.

The book referved to is the one discoverable specimen extant of
Gower's publishing genius. Its title is, “Them As Is; Jecause,” and it
may some day be valuable to collectors as a curiosity of early twentieth
century literature. Any value which it may possess to-day (beyond its
rrofitable returns fo its publisher) must inhere in the minds of those
who are the subjects of its measured praize, While I am not at present
concerned primarily with the literary quality of the volume, 1 will pause
long enough to mention merely that it is just about the saddest drivel
which it has ever been my misfortune to read on compulsion.

The process of getting patronage for “Them As Is; Because” was
thus carried on by Gower. He would eall on a “prospect,” mentioning
the name of some eommon friend, and set forth the advantages of ap-
pearing in the digtinguished compan those who were to make up the
leetion. There wa: sketeh of the subject conceived in
a friendly &pirit, and some letter-press, probably verse, to accompany ity
with a complimentary reference to the subject’s husiness, or hiz hobby,
or both. It is mueh like the old seheme of “Fads and Fancies,” ¢n a
much smaller sesle and with the “m Names of
more or less prominent business men or firms who had subseribed or
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cover the cost of plate, the preparation, and a copy of the book. In
every instance, however, the proposition was that the signer of the con-
tract

was to be duly exploited in a book of notables..

And what did those get for it who paid over their money? A few
extracts from the collection will guffice to show what 35 worth of Gower-
mude illustrious Here are typical gems from “Them As Is; Be-
cause,” bound in green vellum with gold lettering, and bearing on the
title page the rather vague legend, “Press Artists’ Association, Verses
Ly La Touche Hancock, Geo. Gower, Jr., and others.” 1If the anonymity
of “and others” has any purpose, it is perhaps as a cloak of charity to
conceal responsibility for such verse as the following:

William Pettibone.
He's led the Uniform Brigade
For a score of years or more,
And countless uniforms he's made,
Which the ladies all adore,
So it's quite uniform for us
To doff our Mats to him,
And telephone to Pettibone
When uniform's our whim.

ness 15,

Or this, which has at least a suggestion of “vers libre™:
Marens Bruckheimer.,
He owns some Irish terriers
Of highest pedigree,
And is a member of the Kennel Club,
1f you haven't heard of Marcus Bruckheimer
1 hate to say that you must be a dub.
Or this, worthy of Mary C. Burke in her most cestatic and reckless
moaol :
Doctor Frederick A. Webater,
Tell it on the housetops. even in Gath,
Frederick Webster's an osteopath,
He says all diseases come from the spine,
An assertion whi¢h nobody can decline.

For this species of infantile twaddle a round six hundred supposedly
hard-headed business men and women fell- and great was the fall thercof.
Not all of them paid, it is =aid, but assuming that three-quarters of them
did, here is upwards of §15,000 invested in this colleetion of unbelievable
balderdash! Truly the fishing was good with the bait which Gower used.

In his quest of easy moncy Gower chanced upon Robert W.eDasey,
of 18 East Forty-first Street, pre gident of the Supper Club, in the spring
of 1913, At this time, “Them As e,” had already bloomed upon
a more or less appreciatis world, and its ingenious publisher was now
working through the mudinm of “Ye Seribes Club.” When Gower's
agent called upon Mr. Dasey with his plausible plan for a distinetive and |

agreeable species of exploitation the latter was receptive enough and |

readily signed a contract for §37.00, paying §156 down, the stipulation |
/
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If you do not, you may very likely achieve his acquain- |

being that an original drawing of him was to be published in a
coming book {sgued by “Ye Seribes Club," thus specified in the contract:

Ye
Seribes
“Prisoners”
“All are captive to circumstance, rough chains perchance, that
chafe, or silken cords that bruise us not, but hold us ne'rth'less.”

forth- !
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Several other members of The Supper Club came in at the same time.
A year passed, and no book appeared. Two years passed, and still the
paid-up “Prisoners” were free of 'all silken constraint of print. About |
this time Mr. Desey began to suffer from aroused suspicions. As is the
case with most men of glow wrath, there is considerable momentum to
his anger when he gets started. He delivered to Mr. Gower a hrief |
message that meant very much what it said, impressing upon him the
immediate advisability of sending along a copy of “Ye Seribes Prisonera. |
But how could poor Gower send a copy? There wasn't any copy! In
fact, there was no such book. Being a gentleman of infinite ingenuity |
(one has to be in this kind of business), he took an old copy of “Them |
As Is; Because,” slipped in a leaf with a photograph of Mr. Dasey (not |
an original drawing of that gentleman, as provided for in the contract), '
and sent it to him. He also sent him a bill for a balance of $20, having
apparently knocked off $2.50 to appease his customer’s rising fury.

This is what Mr. Dasey got for his money:

He can pitch a ball or make a sale |
And at closing a lease he sure is a whale, '
A Daisy by nature, and a Daisy by name,

At dancing or haseball all sports are the same,
He's good at them all and thus you will see
Why his middle name’s “Popularitee,”

It speaks well for the self-restraint of the gentleman thus he- |
poetized, who is an athletic and able-hodied individual, that, after read- |
ing this, he refrained from physical violence. What he did was to write |
to Mr. Gower on May 5, 1915, a plain, unvarnished letter, as follows: |

year Sir: T am In receipt of a bill from you for balance due on a
book. This matter has gone just about far enough. For over two years
1 have been hearing excuses and postponements from you. Do you for a
moiment think that you can put over such a proposition and get away |
with? Recently you delivered a book to me with my name and picture
in it. Do you know that this same book was printed and delivered
bofore T aver heard of you? I saw that book years ago and my name
was not in it. Why, the page that my name is on is different paper than
the rest of the book. My picture is a half tone cut. What is the reason
for that? What in your mind constitutes ‘Obtaining money unider false
pretences’? 1 have a printed receipt from you for money that I paid
you, stating the name and kind of book that I was to receive. If | was
the only person who was having trouble with you, it would be a differ-
ent thing. Why don't you go to court and collect the balance which

Very truly yours,

{Signed) ROBERT DASEY."

Mr. George L. Leveson-Gower didn't accept Mr. Dasey's well-meant
suggestion about going to court. For excellent reasons connected with
“Ye Seribes Club's” publishing business, court is the last place where Mr.
Gower would eare to go, in a matter of this kind. However, he iz likely
to make a number of appearances there, perforece, presently, as several
of his other victims have expressed their intention of bringing suit against
lLis “club* One suit, in fact, has already been brought and has gone
against the purveyor of fame.

Gower has many publishing irons in the fire. The great drawback
to his type of enterprize seems to he that they are always in the fire
and seldom emerge. Ilence dissatisfaction on the part of those who have
paid down their good money, However, as Long John Silver =aid on a
memorahble occasion, “Them as dies'll he the lucky ones,” and, in the
came sense, if one may jndge by “Them As Is; Because,” those who have
pever attained to the Gower brand of immortality are truly fortunate,
if they but knew it. Some of them paid, in good faith, for what they
were led to believe was actual advertising in fortheoming books of “Ye
Qepihes Club,” the distinctive feature of which has heen that they don't
come forth. Jones & Brindisi, for example, who had already paid £105
for three copies (one “revised”) of “Them As Is; Recause,” :‘i;:n'vwi a
contract in May, 1913, for representation in “ “The' People,” and lLave
not yet received any return for their outlay on the contract. In the same
year Dreicer & Co., the jewellers, paid $37.50 for what they thought
was a straight advertising proposition; and are still waitimg to sce
what they are going to get for their money. Dudley E. Oatman tock a
half page at $37.50; =0 did Philip R. Straus, E. W. Moore and many
others. Only one of them, as far as I can ascertain, made any determined
effort to recover the money. This one was a woman, Mrs. Cella, pro-
nrietor of a fruit store at Fiftieth Street and Sixth Avenue, who hroaght
euits against “Ye Scribes Club" for & 7.50 and gaot judgment by default.

What the exact nature of “Ye Scribes Club's" future publications
may be 1 cannot state, having no gift of prophecy. According to one of
the agents of the concern, they are to be lists of perzons in society and
club life built up on *'the vanity idea,” with advertisements in the back.
These are, perhaps, the advertisements for which the discontented
gigners of contracts have paid so long in advance. Concerning the “club”
itse!f there is some curiously contradictory information. One represent-
ative assures The Tribune that it is a club only in name, being, in fact,
an incorporated publishing enterprise. But Gower (who, as president,
should surely know!) informed E. W. Moore, president of the Electrie
Cable Company, when approaching him for an “advertisement,” that the
chih was made up of feature writers for the newspapers, who had banded
together for mutual protection and benefit; that any patronage would be
appreciated by them and would constitute an easy way of securing de-
girable publicity, as well as of escaping undesirable, should he ever be In
danger of this.

The following hooks have been projected hy “Ye Seribies Club," but
hether the projection extends beyond the imagination of the promoter,
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you claim is due you?
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w
is thus far a mystery:
“The” Peaple.
People of Progress.
The People of Sport.
Ye Scribies Prisoners.
The People of Society and Clubdom. i
The People of Motordom.
The People of Architecture and the Allied Arts.

Of course there are also potential future editions of “Them As Is;
| Becauge,” publishable by the simple device of inserting an extra page
| snd mailing a bill, as in Mr. Dasey’s case.

Such is the enterprise carried on under the style of “Ye Scribes
Club It cannot boast any fundamental originality. For twenty-five
years, to my knowledge, organizations flaunting =ome title which would

indicate a connection with the press have been the medium of obtain-
ing subseriptions or other financial patronage from the easy-going or
Mr. Gower's little game scems to be played with come
Commercially it has merit, particular'y in its capacity

for inexpensive and indefinite expansion. As a literary achievement it
is at least interesting., Ethically its status may still be adjudicated by
| the courts, 50 I shall not attempt to prejudge it. But this much may
be sajd without injustice to any:
| Unless you wish to run the risk of being piped down to posterity
| to such lyric measures as the following:
I Thil 8. Gill, there's some class to you.
| You are doing something no others could do.
' Your gowns are the classiest, «

Your styles are the best,

Beat out Paris and England

And don't let them rest.
—_unless, 1 say, you are prepared to take a chance of being embalmed
like a full-spread fly in such amber as this, steel yourself sternly against
the flatterings of glory as proffered by a winning gentleman in an
eighteen-and-a-half inch collar. For there is no assurance as to what line
his ungovernable genius may take with you. If your reputation neecds
enhancing, try the billboards, the streetcars, or the paid advertising
eolumns, 1f you pine irremediably to get your face into print, marry your
raanicure or write a testimonial to Peruna. But abjure Mr. Gower and
| all his lays. Poets are born; and fame is made not infrequently by those
same ]|~~1:t:=. but the species of immortality to which Mr, Gower beckons
iin the pages of his one dizcoverable outburst of lyric ecstasy scems a hit
dear at the price charged for it.
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Explosion Startles Passen-
gers 80 Feet Up at Man-
hattan Street.

HAT ABLAZE, MAN

FLEES TO GROUND/

Fearing  Electricity, Crowds
Rush to Exits—One Taken to

| CUSTOMERS FIRST.

HEARN

23RD ANNUAL AUGUST SALE OF

Blankets and Housebold Dry Goods
A SUCCESS Because

FPromises and Facts Aqm—’Offerfngs Create Enthusiasm
RELIABLE QUALITIES AT UNMATCHABLE PRICES

wWhere Thrift Leads, Plenty Follows."
ENTS IN THIS SALE INCLUDE:—

Hospital Badly Burned.

Fotr persons were burned about the |
face and hands, trafic on the Broad-!
way division of the subway tied l;pi
for twenty minutes and n small panie
ensued shortly after 5 o'clock yester-
subwny approaching the Man-
hattan Strect station, exploded,

The injured are

Albert F. Ritter,
old, a elerk living ut 2136 La Fontaine |
Avenue, The Bronx; severely burned
about the fuee, hands and body; rak"nl

train,
|

| Priced so nr to make it worth your while to purchase your immediate and future | "'30 States included fn list 1 Ty
day nfternoon when u switchbix in 8| RLANKET NEEDS -all are sold at temptingly low prices for qualities repre- | wn (9 R - rig for
sented—nand our special nim is to give the very best qualities at the very lowest OGERS L’J A) ols

prices for which they ean be offered; that is saying a great deal when you ' The \\;m Rogers, 1351, gusrasmy

realize that we buy in enormous quantities, with every possible discount de- | ;"rr:g:‘f!':;m:;";;:‘m';"_ '-"'_’“:'-a'lk!il ‘:

twenty yenrs

| to Knickerhocker Hospital

Valere Braquehains, sixty-three

1
| years old, x reataurnnt keeper at Fort

Lee, N, J.;

Knickerbocker

attended by Dr. Padulla, of
Hospital.

Amazo  Cesaveo, forty-three years
WMd, of 50 Grove Street; attended for
burns,

Ihe R Dr. Gusiave Gright, forty-
five ¥ olil, of Ik ueknhoe,
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GAMBLERS CHEAT
POLICE IN DEN RAID

Fine OQutfit Rounded Up., but

Players Were Absent—Lessee |
and Wife Arrested.
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DEPARTM
Blankets’ Muslins Linens Silverware White Goods
Quilts—Comfortables Sheetings—Sheets Towels—Towelings Cutlery Curtains and Drapes,
Tickings—Pillows Pillow Cases Searfs—Shams Soaps Rugs, Shades

August Sale of

Annual August Sale of
SOUVENIR SPOONS

BLA NKE TS-—AH Qualities

Regularly fc each

NCE—in addition you JI interesting, worth while speon
tion and saving money on the trs
| action.

dueted, and offer them to you at A VERY SLIGHT ADVA
have the nseurance that all are as represented,
THESE AND MANY OTHERS TOMORROW:
No Mail or Telephone Orders,
$14.75 Blankets. . . .Sale 10.75 $24.98 Blankets. . . .Sale 19.75

Australinn wonl —white and Finest Austrian and .-\uﬁtrn!mll'!
fancy colors—for full size beds wool—single or by pair—hound all
hest borders and hest bindings. round with silik or satin ribbons—

unlimited assortment of delicate
$10.98 Blankets. . .. .Sale 7.95| hades-for show bl

Annual August Sale of
TOWELS AND TOWELINGS

HEARN ia synonymous with m

| value—has heen for four P'H:::lt"";:
i These August Sile values \u:u‘
|

all records!
| Huek Towels —reg 22

Pure

shades—for show blankets or fo
harmonize with smart furnishings

cove Bale 1T

Piurs Auztralian “'ﬂnth white “';'h 1914 x36—firm]
pink, blue or gold orders, alsgo 4x36—firmly woven union I
...I\“:},_q ard delieate two-tone plaids $16-98 Blmkets -k Sale 12.50| hrsriad—white. danissk "r!;l:

ilk binding, Fine Australinn weol --a“ﬂ\‘;‘l;’ pa!r-l borders or initial wreath,

torns, algo plain centres with broa
$8.98 Blankets. .. .. .Sale 5.75  jacquard borders—dainty and ser- l “';;k,;;"_‘:'tn”f_‘ 12, e Sale 8y

\ : o malifarni . vieeablo enlors—Pink, Blue, Gold, Xd RALE RN inish — fally
Pure weol and California wool a . Ritelcl blenched—hemmed-—red or whit
mixed —nlén plain and best two- Fn:ﬂ' ‘EF?;};iken;.u:eH;i:‘;h':vr:r;n stripe borders, i
tone plaids—for all gize heds—de- I8Ny  SRiTROH A o

NE ooy il windinn white hlanketz bound separately | Turkish Towels—reg 29,
girable borders and bindings, with sxtra wide satin ribbon—our | vl 2‘-”5“0 23

| 21x43—heavy

former s=elling prices represented
|

exeoptionnl value.
P

plain a
colored stripe he

$2.98 Baby Blankets . . Sale 2.45

Fine wool mixed and pure wool— | Turkish - -
crih sizes—white with pink or blue $4.98 & $5.98 Blankets, | Turkis T?'l els .. Sale .13y
bord E 1 i i 20x4—elose, 5 weave—bl
horders—ribbon bindifg. Sale | Wwhite T ”\PI : "dc,h“
. i —white 1Ty borders—hemme
i California mixed and Ohio purs |
$3.25 Blankets. 2 -Sale 2.55 wool White, Searlet, Gray and at- | Reg.  Sale
in Eiderdown finish--matchless tractive plaids—pretty borders— | Bleached Cotton Towelings. 6 4y
variety of Indian and other designs some have extra wide silk binding | Bomedtic Crashes
in combination colors. gue _best seling WUNGHISCR (| blescked:aodibrewa 0Ty
truly wonderful bargain at $L.15. . i ki anti
$6.49 to $7.98 Blankets, ) r. ¥ & ' 17-ineh  Linen Di end
Sale 5.25 $1.98 Blankets. .. .. .Sale 1.49 2;‘”-”’(““‘:0””!' ulso
Pure California wool and wool fllled Eiderdown finish—white, gray and a1 iy s ] - 18 .12y
white, gray, scariet and Tartan tan - pink or blue borders—ribbon -l-"--{li Irish Linen Crashes
plaids — ribbhon bound—all size heds. bound—twin and full size heds, closely woven.... 2% 20
f Heary Scoteh Harnae
74 ct. Crib Blankets. . Sale .58 $1.29 Blankets. . .....Sale .97 "¢/ (4} o Mo g
Fiderdown finish— white with pink Heavy Cotton Fleece— White, Tan white borders........ M JA8 |
or blue berders; also sllover de- and Gray—pretty borders— for et i ooy
signsz in Blue and white or pink large .-Eze;hcd:i, T"-’fz:t"!ﬁ;:‘n i 15 18
and white for cribs and carriages. : EpmENY el
Crib Blank Sal $2.49 Blankets. .. .. .Sele 1.85 Fine Linen Huck Face
s ey ehil : .ha;e 24 " piderdown finish—white, tan - Temalingn SHitnenl, 508
Catton fleece—pink or blue borders. gray, also two-tone plaids for ull | '
beds—A well-known wear-re- | Muslins
79 ct. Blankets. . .....Sale .55 ci:ting quality. Match these Values if you ean.
Cotton MResco—white, tan and gray | No Mail or Telephone Orders.
for throe-quurter size beds. $3.98 & $4.98 B!lnketsl.l 3 17 rru:‘{u;‘ LoomM...vsessss | worth 11%
| ale 3. onsduleil .. P
$2.49 Blankets, each. .Sale 2.12  pomestic Wool—white with pink st e ) 5“
Inequard .designs in two nnd three or hlue borders, also fancy plaids Limit 1 .
tone color combinations for three- desirable binding—for twin and 40-inch Unbleached Muslins- by
aunrter size heds—also white wool three-quarter size beds. seaming make full @ Sheets g !
mixed for single beds, worth 9.. Nt Ealeh Sale 5%
L ' 34,75 Comfortable Blankets, Limit 30 vds
52.98 Blankets. .. .. .Sale 2.67 Sa_le i, Sy | Yard-wide Muslins 1l ached and
Fiderd finish —white and Tae- Eiderdown finish—hound all round | unbleached—worth #. .....Sale 4%
qunrd ids in two and three-tone with 2-inch silk rihbon—every de- Limit 30 yds.
color 1'“'I'|1‘.lll'.'.\i1'-11~' extensive ns- .-1r-.h}o il:o_lnr‘c-_\mhinurinn in Jae~ Bleached Muslins <0 right
Sortment RUArHS aesigng. for underwent, sheets and pillow
< — < cnses—worth 0% .. Sale 5%

42-inch Bleached Musiins by seaming

make full size Sheet
worth 9% Sale 6%

|
Annual August Sale of |
TABLE LINENS [

Annual August Sale of
HOUSEHOLD NEEDFULS

0'"Cedar 0il or Dust Mopa— Sale, Al reduced for this great sale. House- .- . \ 3 4
long handlos ~75 ot, alze..... =5 keepers that look a;honri eagerly await ‘.)r::li';ct ?i??‘:h?:‘li.?h“ mu.‘ Y
this tunity. It is their stocking- | oren 1ol - )
0'Cedar Ofl--5fle bottle.....oves T |1]l1 !12]!21,‘3: Lm Tl' rift ;5\'::;:*;:‘1}3“&&' WOrSS (A98- - «v-18ale BR
. - q the same! . # .
Side. Hemucs Wihdow Bhades N ": i Dt 3 . Diamond Mills Sheetings
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